Đorđe Đorđević, a Serb from Croatia, was born in Grubišno polje (Croatia) on April 22, 1885. He studied medicine in Vienna and graduated in 1909. Till 1912, he advanced his knowledge working at dermatology clinics with Prof. Finger and Prof. Arning, as well as with Prof. Weichselbaum, professor of pathological anatomy and bacteriology.
B
iographies are one of the ways of writing the history of classical (traditional) medical history (1) . They give us a way to tie together the parallel currents of history at the level where the events and ideas occur (2) , including past and present, history and medicine, and close study of an individual also provides an framework, biographies were not relevant to the new historical science, because the history of medicine is infinitely more than history of great doctors and their books (5) . This has decreased the stimulating effects of medical-historical facts, observation, critical and scientific reasoning, thus limiting the development of medical thought.
In the last three decades, these disagreements and mutual antagonism were followed by a return of biography, which became a respected scientific genre once again (1) .
The biography of Đ. Đorđević ( Figure 1 ), which covers geographical, existential, professional and socio-cultural aspects, confirms the value of this historiography genre, including the social context, because his life and work are relevant for the development of dermatovenereology in Serbia, but are also features of the era in which he lived.
Đorđe Đorđević, a Serb from Croatia, was born in Grubišno polje (Croatia) on April 22, 1885. It was a territory of the Military Frontier (border), which was a strong anti-Ottoman defense line preventing Ottoman expansion in Europe. He attended elementary school in Vukovar, the first four years of high school in Novi Sad, and the higher grades and graduation in Zagreb (6) . He studied medicine in Vienna and graduated in 1909. Very early on he showed interest in scientific research and he worked diligently and systematically. During his studies in Vienna, he was an assistant to A. Weichselbaum, professor of pathological anatomy (and histology) and bacteriology (6, 7) . In the same period he worked at the University Clinic for Skin and Venereal Diseases with Prof. Finger (8) , who belonged to Hebra's school (9) and was known for his works on gonorrhea and syphilis (10) . After he graduated, till August 1911, Đ. Đorđević was the first assistant to professor Merck in Innsbruck, and later, till 1912, he worked with E. Arning, professor of dermatology at the University of Hamburg. Then he moved to Zagreb where he had a private practice, but also worked at the Department of Skin Diseases of the Brothers of Mercy Hospital (6, 8) . The head of the department was Dr. J. Thierry (6), the founder of venereology in Croatia, who worked on prevention of sexually transmitted diseases and health education of common people (11) . When the First World War started in 1914, Đ. Đorđević was mobilized as a military doctor and worked at the Dermatology Department and the Zagreb Outpatient Department (Second kolodvor) till the end of the war (6, 12) . So, until his arrival to Belgrade, he spent almost all his life in areas under the AustroHungarian monarchy, whereas he was a Serb by his national origin and identity.
Although Serbia was on the winning side after the end of the World War I, the country was devastated by long occupation and outbreaks of infectious disease. At the beginning of war, 30.000 grenades were thrown at Belgrade, so the city was in ruins. Health facilities were severely damaged or destroyed, and the entire hospital inventory, medical supplies, medicines and instruments were taken away, as well as medical records and books from the library. The University building (Captain Miša's Mansion), an architectural beauty of Belgrade, was turned into stables and munitions depot (13) . One third of the population was lost during the war, as well as half of the army (14) , and 35% of doctors (15), among which there were three dermatologists: Milorad Savićević, Pop-Milutin Jovanović, Milutin Perišić (16), being an irreparable loss to the profession. The development of dermatovenereology service in Serbia, initiated in the nineteenth century by general physicians and surgeons, with special efforts of the first educated dermatovenereologist, Dr. J. Žujović, who was introducing European scientific dermatology, was destroyed.
Đ. Đorđević was among the Serbs who lived scattered in the Habsburg Monarchy, never letting go of the dream to return to their country and help its restoration. Thus, immediately after the war, he fulfilled the ideal of his youth: in 1918 he moved to Belgrade (6) , where he lived to the end of his life. His arrival was followed by trains bringing clothing, food, medicines, sanitary materials, beds and bedding for the country which was to be rebuilt from ruins (6, 12) .
From the very beginning, he had a clear goal and a plan to achieve it; being a systematic person, in the course of a few years, first he founded institutions necessary for health care, development and education in the field of modern dermatovenereology.
During his short but fruitful life, events were taking place in a continuous and dynamic manner: in 1919 he became the Head of the newly established Outpatient Service for Skin and Venereal Diseases (OSSVDs) (17, 18) (18) . In 1931, in the second term of PSADV, he was elected as the president of the association, and in the same year, the II PSADV Congress was organized in Belgrade, under his leadership, with international participation and a rich program (21) . His young associates were also included in these activities, like the irreplaceable M. Kićevac, later professor and his successor as the Head of the Clinic Belgrade was established in 1920 (13) . As of 1922, Đ. Đorđević was elected as Assistant Professor and the first teacher of dermatology in Serbia, after which he founded the Department of Dermatovenereology at the School of Medicine in Belgrade (13) , and the Clinic for Skin and Venereal Diseases (CSVDs), remaining its managing director till his premature death (18) . He was elected as Associate Professor in 1923, when he began teaching at the university, and in 1934 he became a Full Professor (8) . He founded the Clinical Library, with valuable books and periodicals from the nineteenth and the first decades of the twentieth century, and initiated the creation of the Belgrade Dermatovenereology Moulage Collection. After World War II, we learned from our senior colleagues about the newly established Department for Experimental Work with Experimental Animals. In 1927, major institutions were founded under his leadership: the Dermatovenereology Section (DVS) of the Serbian Medical Society (SMS) (19) and Teaching was among his most important duties. He used to spend a lot of time with his students at lectures and outside the class, and not only with medical students, but with students of the entire University of Belgrade. He was interested in the conditions of their life, financial problems and their other activities (7, 12) ; he founded the canteen for medical students and was the honorary president of the Association of Medical Students (12) . Due to all the above, he was "the favorite teacher" (6) .
Social medical work was among the most important areas of his work and he worked on its implementation on a broad scale. He was highly respected as a person spreading social medical measures in fighting venereal diseases and as a founder of free of charge outpatient dermatovenereology service (17, 22) . From the beginning of his work in Belgrade, he started fighting against prostitution, which spread throughout Europe after the war. In early 1919, "Temporary rules for fighting against venereal diseases in Belgrade" were brought, and thus control of prostitution was transferred from the police to the Polyclinic where he was the Head, and prostitutes were treated free of charge. He is given credit for passing legislation on prostitution and banning brothels. Following the example of this Polyclinic, on his initiative, the Ministry of Public Health organized a number of similar clinics in other cities in the country (17) .
His medical research trips were truly invaluable. In the first years after arriving in Belgrade, Đ. Đorđević began organizing medical research trips with a team of doctors, clinicians of all specialties, with complete laboratory; among them were some professors from the School of Medicine. Destinations were mostly poor and inaccessible areas, distant from health centers, where medical help was most needed, and their objective was to study the general health of the nation, as well as diseases with highest incidence in each area. Thus, the trip to Sandžak was dealing with endemic syphilis, tuberculosis, and liver diseases. Đ. Đorđević believed that this type of work was useful both for physicians on the team, as well as for local (18) . With his exceptional gift for communication, he gathered and encouraged them with his creative spirit, inexhaustible ideas and enthusiasm: his ideas were recognized in their work. In the academic year 1933/34 (13), he was elected as the Vice Dean of the School of Medicine in Belgrade, and he held this position till death.
Đ. Đorđević also had a very active professional and teaching career, and his former work with experienced specialists in dermatology centers was of great benefit.
Although the newly established Outpatient Service for Skin and Venereal Diseases (OSSVDs) (1919), was situated in an inadequate building with poor conditions, he succeeded in organizing a free of charge modern laboratory service, held classes for medical students and young doctors specializing in dermatovenereology (17, 18) .
The professional work of Đ. Đorđević included dermatology in general, but his main interest was venereology. The research that he conducted and encouraged, from the point of view of medicine of that time, demonstrated his professional and scientific competence. He investigated the biological characteristics of Treponema pallidum (TP) in rabbits, insisted on the importance of its early detection and serological reactions, studying their relationships. Treatment of syphilis was surely his favorite subject of research. He studied effects of modern treatment, paying special attention to the whole body, as opposed to partial approach. In addition, he believed that the outcome of treatment was not directly influenced by the drug, but by the reaction of the organism, which he stimulated by vaccines and blood transfusions, but he was also a supporter of pyretotherapy in all forms of early and latent syphilis. In gonorrhea, he bacteriologically studied gonococci and "banal diplococci", seeking causes of their variable virulence, trying to explain the relationship with "banal" urethritis, being a major problem for venereologists of that time and long after that (7, 17, 21) . Accepted or not by modern medicine, his ideas were progressive for that time; M. Kićevac emphasized the intuition of his mentor, and his ability to get deeply into the essence of the problem (7).
Owing to the obituary written by M. Kićevac (7), we have the bibliography of Đ. Đorđević: he through school (12) .
Đ. Đorđević was an ethical and highly professional person, fully dedicated to the Hippocratic Oath. Those who worked with him knew how passionate he was about his job, also conscientious, consistent and accurate in carrying out his duties, a great organizer. On the other hand, socially, he was a bright and witty man, fond of people, arts and artists, a bohemian. J. Nedeljković, an internist-pulmonologist, later a professor at the School of Medicine in Belgrade, one of the participants of his health expeditions, wrote about his youthful memories in the obituary: "He made people feel cheerful and good, and he spread serenity and goodness ......... which came from perfect inner harmony ...... in his most intimate being he was an exceptional and truly generous man"; he boosted his associates with self-confidence and wish to work independently, so they could develop their skills. He loved people and they felt it, so he made lasting friendships, both with the common people from areas he visited on his expeditions (22) , and with learned scholars. With his wife Krista, born Šumanović, he was a patron of modern art, and his home in Belgrade was one of the most popular meeting places for the intellectual and artistic elite. Among his friends were sculptors Sreten Stojanović and Toma Rosandić, painters Milo Milunović and Ignjat Job, composers Petar Konjović, Kosta Manojlović, Miloje Milojević, writers Miloš Crnjanski, Tin Ujević (12), Branislav Nušić (22) and others. He was their moral support, and to some he provided financial assistance. Thus, he supported specializations abroad for the sculptor Sreten Stojanović, and Radivoje Pavlović, later a distinguished professor of pharmacology (12) .
He was an honorary member of the Bulgarian, Czechoslovakian, Polish and Danish dermatological societies, as well as a regular member of the Association of French-Speaking Dermatologists, and of the French, German and Biological Society (8) . The Clinic of Dermatology and Venereology of the School of Medicine in Belgrade was named after him.
Prof. Đ. Đorđević died shortly after his 50th birthday. He worked till the last day of his life. Although he already had symptoms of the disease that would result in death, as the vice dean, he hosted Professor Debré from France: he gave a welcome speech, the next day he attended his lecture, and held a reception doctors, since various pathology was rarely found in areas closer to health centers. Thanks to his authority, some state institutions supported this work financially (travel expenses, accommodation and organization of team work), and all examinations were free of charge. Team participants were volunteers, working without compensation (23) .
In 1924, he organized a small expedition to investigate the incidence of syphilis in the area of Požarevac. The interest of the population was huge (22) , so in 1925 he organized another medical trip to South Serbia (today Macedonia), where 10.000 people were examined in the course of one month (22, 23) . The next expedition was to Sandžak in 1929 (23) . His last expedition was in 1933, and in addition to many professors, it was attended by the rector, V. Petković, and the vice rector, M. Ilić. According to incomplete data, its destination was Montenegro (22) .
Unfortunately, data on these events are missing. After World War II, Prof. S. Ilić, director of the CSVDs, claimed that some of the gathered materials were processed, but he could not obtain any reports, so in his monograph on the treatment of endemic syphilis, he provided only oral statements of participants, general and sporadic, on one of the expeditions (24) . However, it is known that during World War II, the CSVDs was occupied by the enemy (13, 25) and that in that period the complete Clinic Archive disappeared (25) , probably together with these reports.
Prof. Đ. Đorđević was a man of great humanity. During World War I, as a military doctor in Zagreb, he organized the rescue of a large number of nationally oriented Serbs and Croats, who were considered to be politically incorrect, and as recruits of the Austrian army, they were systematically sent to the most dangerous parts of the Austrian front, where they would certainly end up dead (6) . Among them, there were further editors of the "Literary South" (literary magazine of Yugoslav nationally oriented writers, which was published in Zagreb in 1918 and 1919) (26) : Niko Bartulović, a writer; Ivo Andrić, later a Nobel Prize winner in literature and Vladimir Ćorović, one of the most significant Serbian historians (12) .
After the war, he also provided financial support to people who came from internment or prison, as well as numerous children from Bosnia and Herzegovina who have lost their parents (6) . He put some of them for more than 100 people at his home. During the following days, shortly before his death, he visited the playwright Branislav Nušić and gave him advice on taking his medications; for the next day he scheduled a game of cards at home, where B. Nušić read his new play "Ujež". A few days later, he went to Aranđelovac, full of optimism and good spirits. That evening he played his last piquet card game with his friends. Prof. J. Nedeljković wrote: "He lay down in good earnest and fell asleep forever" (22) . He died at dawn of April 27, 1935 . It was during the Easter holidays, and it was announced over radio and newspapers; people expressed grief in many parts of our country (6) . He was buried at the New Cemetery in Belgrade; his grave has a white marble headstone with a symbolic relief full of emotions: a kneeling girl with arms outstretched towards the leaving ship; candelabra with caryatids, described by the art historian J. Sekulić, and the work of his protégé and friend, sculptor Sreten Stojanović (27) is unfortunately missing.
After his death, his family, professors, assistant professors, teaching assistants of the School of Medicine, and staff of the CSVDs, OSSVDs, as well as doctors of other institutions established the "Foundation of Professor Đorđe-Đurica Đorđević" meant for rewards "of doctors and medics" on his death anniversary. The director of CSVDs was the Head of the Foundation and the President of the jury; it was to be a permanent foundation. Unfortunately, due to poor management, the Foundation was disestablished in the early eighties (28) . This paper will end with the words taken from the obituary written by Prof. Kićevac "After his sudden death, his associates, assistants and staff are filled with deep sorrow at the early loss of their superior, but also with great affection for the kind and cordial man Prof. Đorđe Đorđević was. "
His early death was a great loss for Serbian dermatovenereology, as well as for the society. But, like every man with a vision, he left behind a group of exceptional Serbian dermatologists who followed his path: Prof. Milan Kićevac, Assist. Prof. Sava Bugarski, Assoc. Prof. Nemanja Barjaktarević, and Prof. Sima Ilić.
Uvod. Biografija profesora dr Đorđa Đorđevića ukazuje na važnost ovog istoriografskog roda, jer su njegov život i rad značajni za razvoj dermatovenerologije u Srbiji, ali i kao obeležje epohe u kojoj je živeo. 
